Human blood platelet gC1qR/p33.
Platelets are involved in the development of many types of vascular lesions. In addition to their role in primary hemostasis, they participate in inflammatory processes that may contribute to the development of thrombosis, atherosclerosis and vasculitis. In this regard, we have been interested in platelet interactions with the complement subcomponent C1q. C1q has been shown to modulate platelet interactions with collagen and immune complexes, and has been identified at sites of vascular injury and inflammation, as well as in atherosclerotic lesions. Platelets express a variety of C1q binding sites, including gC1qR/p33 (gC1qR), a multifunctional, multicompartment cellular protein. Here we focus on the structure and function of platelet gC1qR and its emerging role in modulating platelet function at sites of vascular injury and inflammation.